VISA INFORMATION

All travelers to Australia, other than Australian and New Zealand citizens, are legally required to hold a valid visa to travel to Australia.

· Visa’s are either issued electronically (ETA) with nothing appearing in the passport or through application where a sticker is required in the passport (Non-ETA).

· It is advised to apply for your visa as soon as possible to ensure sufficient processing time.  The minimum time frame stated for an Australian visa application is six (6) weeks.

Types of Visas available for travel to Australia for attending a conference / congress

1. Short Stay Validity Business Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) Visa

What is the Short Stay Validity Business ETA?

Known officially as the 977 visa.

The Short Stay Validity Business ETA is appropriate for visits to Australia for business meetings, conventions, conferences or a short term project requiring a high level of skill. Australia's Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) system allows travellers to apply for an Electronic Visa via the internet. The ETA is an electronically-stored authority for travel to Australia for a short-term tourist or business entry visa. It replaces the visa label or stamp in a passport and removes the need for application forms. In most cases no fee applies to these visas.
The countries listed below are eligible for an Electronic Travel Authority to visit Australia:
NOTE: You can only apply for an ETA while you are outside of Australia. You also must hold an ETA-eligible passport. The table below lists the eligible passports: 

	Andorra
Austria
Belgium
Brunei
Canada
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hong Kong (SAR)
Iceland
Ireland
Italy
Japan
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
	Malaysia
Malta
Monaco
The Netherlands
Norway
Portugal
San Marino, Republic of
Singapore
South Korea
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan*
UK - British Citizen or
UK - British National (Overseas)**
USA
Vatican City


* Holders of Taiwan passports can only be processed for an ETA if resident in and applying in Taiwan.
** Holders of UK passports which indicate their nationality to be British National (Overseas) can only be processed for an ETA if resident in and applying in Hong Kong. 

How long is the visa valid for?

The ETA or 977 Visa allows multiple visits (for up to 3 months per visit) within 12 months of visa grant.  
Application Procedure

If your country appears in the above eligible passport list please visit Australian Electronic Travel Authority to apply for your ETA. An application fee of $20.00 applies for this visa.
NOTE: Once visa processing is complete, the visa applicant will be provided with a personalised reference number to keep. There will be no visible visa in their passport but their visa will exist electronically and will be visible when read at passport control, on their arrival in Australia.   

2. Business (Short Stay) Visa – subclass 456
If your country DOES NOT appear in the above list, it is necessary that you apply for a Short Stay Business Visa at an Australian departmental visa office overseas. Please complete the following application form Subclass 456 Business (Short Stay) Visitor Visa. A fee of $70.00 applies for this visa.

This visa can only be applied for outside Australia.

When applying for a 456 Business (Short Stay) Visitor visa at an Australian overseas visa office, nationals of non-ETA countries, will be expected to provide adequate documentation about their background, financial situation and other relevant details as required, regardless of their professional /social status or standing. 

Application Procedure

To lodge an application, the invited conference participant must provide the following documentation along with the completed Form 456:

· Two recent passport photos;

· The visa application charge payment, or evidence of payment – eg: bank deposit slip (if it was deposited in the embassy’s bank account) or credit card receipt (if it was paid by credit card);

· A valid passport.

Additional information may be requested and you will be advised by the Australian Overseas Visa office if this is the case.

Where can I find an Australian Overseas Visa Office?

Information regarding Australian Visa Offices located overseas can be found at Office and Contact Details Outside Australia
3. APEC  Business Travel Card

The APEC Business Travel Card streamlines travel for business people from participating economies in the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) region.

Through a single application form, the card allows accredited business people to obtain multiple short-term business visitor entry to participating economies. This saves cardholders time and effort involved in applying for individual visas or entry permits each time they visit an APEC region.

There are 17 APEC economies currently participating in the APEC Business Travel Card scheme:

	Australia 
	Papua New Guinea

	Brunei Darussalam
	People's Republic of China

	Chile 
	The Philippines

	Chinese Taipei 
	Malaysia 

	Hong Kong (China)
	Peru

	Indonesia 
	Singapore

	Japan
	Thailand

	Republic of Korea
	Vietnam

	New Zealand 
	


If you hold an Australian Passport and are traveling to/ or travel often to one of the above countries you may be eligible for the APEC Business Travel Card.

Application Procedure
Download the Application Form APEC Business Travel Card. Please print and complete the form and send it to one of the following addresses:

	To lodge by…
	Send your application to…

	mail
	APEC Business Travel Card Unit
International Business Relations Section
Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs
PO Box 25
Belconnen ACT 2616

	courier
	APEC Business Travel Card Unit
International Business Relations Section
Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs
6 Chan St
Belconnen ACT 2617



Processing time of the APEC Travel card is approximately 7 weeks and the Cost is A$155.00. 

PLEASE NOTE: Your APEC Business Travel Card does not replace your passport and your passport remains the primary travel document. You will still need to carry your valid passport when you travel.

Further information regarding applying for any of the above Australian Visitor Visas can be found at The Australian Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs
